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o ver t h e yea r s t ha t w h e n this floor receives a n exempt i on
b i l l , t he f l oo r j us t k i nd o f l ove s it up and passes it. In
fact, we can't recall a time when an exemption bill has been
on the floor of the Legislature that it has not passed. And
so we ki n d of re gar d o u r s e l v e s a s the g u a r d i a ns , I gu es s , of
the public treasury, making certain that we keep o ur t ax
base pretty solid. Well, what happened on 5 5 . . . 5 5 6 i s n ot a
bad bill; 556 is not an irresponsible bill, 556 is a
reasonable bill. But the Revenue Committee heard about =en
other bill s that dealt with exe mptions, homestead
exemptions. The widows of veterans want an exemptions. The
widows of disabled people want an exemption. I t wen t o n an d
on and o n a n d o n a n d o n . We were a b l e t o k i l l t ho se b i l l s .
Now when it got down to 556 t her e wa : : ; o me s u p p o r t i n t h e
committee for the bill, but we also had in the committee an
enormously large monster which yo u a r e go i n g to he ar ne x t .
That i s LB 2 19 . L B 2 19 wo u l d exempt farmers and rancher s
f rom a s a l e s tax on repair parts for their farm machinery,
their farm equipment and all their other goodies. I t wou l d
cost the State of Nebraska $ 6 mi l l i o n i n l o st r evenu e .
Senator Haberman thinks four, but it makes no d i f f e r e n c e
because it is a lot of money. Well, because of committee
dynamics we could not get the bill killed and, in f act ,
there was a reasonable possibility that the bill would be
advanced to the floor of the Legislature. So the committee
established this uneasy t ruce an d t he t r u ce was tha t we
would not put 556 out b ecause t h e r e wer e some committee
members who d i d n ' t l i ke i t , i n exchange for not putting out
219. And that was the truce. So that is why neither bill
came to the floor. Now we also told...I told Senator Labedz
that it was within her prerogative to try to raise this bill
out of the committee and I wou l d not be offended by t he
effort and so Senator Labedz has filed the motion to raise
t he b i l l f r om t he c o mmi t tee . Now the moment Senator Labedz
did that, Serator Rogers and S e n a t o r R e x H a berman f i l e d a
motion to raise the ot h e r l ar ge r , huge bi l l f r om t he
committee and that is why you find these two b i l l s ba c k t o
back. And you literally have to make a decision on this.
While I t h i nk t hat t he homestead exemption bill, 556, won' t
cost the state any money, and the other bill wil l co st t he
state $6 million, a nd I c an sup p o r t t he on e and not the
other, the true risk is that if one is put on t he f l oo r ,
some of our colleagues might believe that the o ther ha s t o
be put on the floor and that shouldn't happen. T hat s h o u l d
not happen. It is a mistake for us to spend all afternoon
this afternoon talking about h ow w e ar e go i ng t o c lose
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